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After an absence of 65 years, harbor porpoises have returned to San 
Francisco Bay. This talk will focus on the historical use of San 
Francisco Bay by harbor porpoises, the causes of their leaving, and 
speculate on the reasons of their return. The ecological implications 
of the return of this predator to the Bay will also be discussed.  
 
Jonathan Stern, a TLHS alumnus, has studied minke whales since 
1980, and is currently a Co-Principal Investigator at Golden Gate 
Cetacean Research. 
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